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FIGURE 1: POSITIVE RATINGS OF JOB OPPOR-

TUNITIES IN THE HOUSTON AREA (1982-2010)
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in the Houston area as either 

"excellent" or "good." 



FIGURE 2: NEGATIVE RATINGS OF JOB OP-

PORTUNITIES IN RELATION TO THE OFFI-

CIAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES (1982-2010)
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FIGURE 3: “WHAT IS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM 

IN THE HOUSTON AREA TODAY?” (1982-2010)
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FIGURE 4: PERCENT DOING BETTER FINAN-

CIALLY IN LAST FEW YEARS AND EXPECTING 

TO DO BETTER IN NEXT FEW YEARS (1982-2010)
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  (Next few years.)
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 (r=-.005, n.s.)

(r=-.026, p.=.001)



FIGURE 5: TWO MEASURES OF BELIEF IN 

THE “AMERICAN WORK ETHIC” (1982-2010)
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are not getting a fair break these days."



FIGURE 6: RATINGS OF THE HOUSTON AREA 

IN GENERAL AS A PLACE TO LIVE (1996-2010)
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FIGURE 7: CHANGING PERSPECTIVES ON THE 

AMERICAN ECONOMY (1994-2010)
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Best way to reduce crime is to spend the money on poverty and schools (rather than more prisons).

Believe own overall standard of living is or will be higher than parents' standard of living.

(r=-.158, p.=.000)

  (r=+.182, p.=.000)

  (r=+.034, p.=.028)

(Own living standards will be higher than parents'.)

(Enough good jobs for all on welfare who want to work.)
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FIGURE 8: SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT 

INITIATIVES (FROM 1992 THROUGH 2010)
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Government should take action to reduce income differences in America. (r=-.077, p=.000)

Favor: Federal health insurance to cover the medical expenses of all Americans. (r=-.026, p.=.057)

Favor: Requiring utlities to reduce their CO2 emissions, even if electricity rates will rise. (r=-.113, p.=.000)

(Federal health insurance.)
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FIGURE 9: ATTITUDES TOWARD LAND-USE 

PLANNING AND URBAN LIFESTYLES (2009-2010)
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FIGURE 10: THE INTEREST AMONG ANGLOS 

IN MOVING FROM SUBURBS TO CITY AND 

FROM CITY TO SUBURBS (1999-2010)
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FIGURE 11: ON PENSION FUNDS, TERM LIMITS, 

DRUG POLICIES, AND LOCAL FOOD (HAS-2010)
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FIGURE 12: THE DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSFOR-

MATIONS OF HARRIS COUNTY (1960-2008)

Source: U.S. Census (www.census.gov); classifications based on Texas State Data Center conventions; 

total populations are given in parentheses; *from the 2008 Official Population Estimates.
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FIGURE 13: THE PROPORTIONS IN FOUR AGE 

GROUPS WHO ARE ANGLO, BLACK, LATINO, 

AND ASIAN OR OTHER (2006-2010, COMBINED)
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FIGURE 14: ATTITUDES TOWARD “ILLEGAL” 

IMMIGRANTS IN HOUSTON (2006-2010)
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Favor: Building a 2,000-mile fence, if cost not a factor, to stop all undocumented immigration. [r=+.077, p.=.000]
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FIGURE 15: CHANGING ASSESSMENTS OF 

HOUSTON’S ETHNIC DIVERSITY (1994–2010)

61

49

66

64

59

57

69

60

69

6563

54

62

64

69

67

55

57

52

39

44

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Year of Survey

P
e
rc

e
n

t 
o

f 
R

e
s
p

o
n

d
e
n

ts

The increasing diversity will become a source of great strength (not a growing problem) for the city.

The increasing ethnic diversity, due to immigration, is a good thing (rather than a bad thing).

The increasing immigration mostly strengthens (rather than threatens) American culture.

(r=+.020, n.s.)

(r=+.082, p.=.000)

(r=+.039, p.=.021)

(Source of strength.)

(A good thing.)

(Strengthens American culture.)



FIGURE 16: SUPPORT FOR GAY RIGHTS 

(FROM 1991 THROUGH 2010)
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A SUMMARY OF THIS YEAR’S FINDINGS:

 When asked how things were going for them, only 20% said

their financial situation was getting better -- the lowest number 

ever recorded in all of the 29 years of Houston surveys.

 These financial concerns are influencing area residents’

attitudes toward jobs, immigration, and the role of government,   

but they have not dampened enthusiasm for Houston as a  

place to live nor for its efforts to provide more urban lifestyles.

 Harris County residents appear to be increasingly comfortable 

with the demographic transformations of the region. Growing  

percentages believe that Houston’s burgeoning diversity will

be a source of great strength for the city, and their support for 

gay rights continues to grow across all questions and years.
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